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MODERN ARCHITECTS 
Designing for the birds 

Photos by David Samson / The Forum 

An Eastern Bluebird house 
titled "The Geometric 
Climb" influenced by 
architect I.M. Pei. 

- Wren house
titled "Horizon"
influenced
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North Dakota State University 
architecture students participated 
in their annual birdhouse build 
competition with the entries 
currently on display at the 
Plains Art Museum in downtown 
Fargo. The students chose their 
design elements based on their 
interpretations of Pritzker Award­
winning architects and built their 
houses for a particular bird. 

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE C-4 
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by architect
Sverre Fehn.
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Father of slain NDSU student Tommy Bearson talks 
about 'wondrf?US ev_ents' in years since son's death 

By Jordyn Brown 
St. Cloud Times 

ST. CLOUD, Minn. - The 
day their son, away to college 
in Fargo about a month, went 
missing is one Greg and Deb­
bie Bearson won't forget. 

They left him countless 
messages - all sent to voice­
mail. They contacted his 
friends. And they drove from 
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Bearson 

dle of the night, 
neither one 
getting a wink 
of sleep. 

Greg recalls 
pulling back 
the blinds of 
the hotel room 
the next morn-
ing and seeing 

bright sunny skies, hoping it 
.was_ a....1mod sil!ll. AbouLfh.r.e 

dark clouds roll in over it. 
Greg Bearson publicly 

opened up about the events of 
that day and those following 
at the monthly meeting of the 
Forum of Executive Women 
on April 11. The theme for the 
forum was "be brave.,, 

In September 2014, Thomas 
Bearson, an 18-year-old at 
North Dakota State University 
.rid__.,_m_'.L.Sar.ti:>lLHi'1'.h_Schoo 

few days later, he was found 
dead across the Red River in 
Moorhead, in the lot of an RV 
business. Police said Bearson 
died as the "result of homi­
cidal violence.,, He had been 
at college for only four weeks. 

Almost four years later, 
Greg Bearson told his story of 
what it felt like to lose his son 
and how he and his family 
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Twardowski · Forum on Thursday, Apri
12, that the 2007 arres 

represented an "illegal, vicious, violen 
attack" on him. 

The Bismarck Tribune reporte, 
Twardowski was originally charge 
with three felonies after his then-15 
year-old son told' police the man had hi 
him and threatened to kill both him an 
his mother, Twardowski's wife. 

Investigating officers said Twardows 
ki was uncooperative, and they had t 
take the man to the ground and use a 
electronic restraining device so he coul 
be handcuffed. 

The Bismarck Tribune report 
ed that Twardowski pleaded guilt 
to a misdemeanor resisting arrei 
charge in exchange for a six-mont 
deferred sentence. 

Twardowski told The Forum he agree 
for the charges to "hang around for si 
months" and be dropped. "I am nc 
guilty of anything," he said. 

At the time of his run-in with polio 
Twardowski had an active medic; 
license. The incident did not lead to an 
disciplinary action by the North Dako1 
Board of Medical Examiners. His licem 
expired in December, and Twardowsl 
said he's retired from medicine. 
1

A mounting tension' 
Twardowski filed his suit in May • 

U.S. District Court in Bismarck, namir 
the Bismarck Police •Department ar 
Lt. Glen Ternes, Sgt. Lyle Sinclair ar 
Detective Brandon Rask as defendants 

They responded last August, denyir 
all allegations and listing several reaso1 
they were immune from the suit, incluc 
ing acting in good faith while doing thE 
jobs and statutes of limitations. 

Twardowski's suit was unsuccessf 
in the Bismarck court, and he's appea 
ing the case in the 8th U.S. Circt 
Court of Appeals. 

Twardowski is representing hims1 
in the lawsuit proceedings, which 
also did during the 2007 case in Bi 
marck. He said he and his wife mov, 
to Fargo in 2012. 

In a court document from his lawsu 
Twardoski said there was "a mounti1 
tension" in January 2007, a result of l 
wife's previous multiple sclerosis dia: 
no sis and her desire to "separate t 
family." His son, acting under strei 
hit him in the stomach, so he said 
"had to discipline him" by fending c 
the teenager and slapping or smacki 
him on the shoulder. 
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MODERN ARC'HITECTS FROM Al 
Photos by David Samson I The Forum 

An Eastern Bluebird house 
titled "Reflection of Renzo" 
influenced by architect 
Renzo Piano. 

An Eastern 
Bluebird house 
made of maple 
influenced by 
architect Oscar 
Niemeyer. 

A Black-Capped Chickadee house 
titled "Aviary" influenced by 
architect Jean Nouvel. 

A Northwern Flicker 
· home titled "The
Facade House"
influenced by architect
Robert Venturi.

Fargo art 
commission looking 
to fill 3 openings 

FARGO - The city of 
Fargo currently has three 
openings on its Arts & 
Culture Commission and 
is looking for applicants. 

Meetings are held at 5 
p.m on the third Wednes­
day of each month. The
position requires four
to eight hours a month.
Responsibilities include
managing and facilitating
new public art commis­
sions, engaging in active
pursuit of public art grants
and identifying opportu­
nities for public art within
current and future capital
improvement projects.

Residents are encour­
aged to apply for appoint­
ment by visiting fargond. 
g o v /  ge t  t in  gin v o l  ved .  
Applications will be 
reviewed Monday, April 
16, although applying 

before that date is encour­
aged and appreciated. 

Backpacking 
and Hiking Expo 
scheduled in Fargo 

FARGO - The Dako­
ta Prairie Chapter of the 
North Country Hiking Trail 
Association will host the 
second annual Backpacking 
and Hiking Expo from 5-8 
p.m. Monday, April 16, at 
the Jon L. Wanzek Center 
for Scouting, 420019 Ave S. 

Dan "Knotts" Binde will 
be the featured speaker. 
Binde is a triple crown 
thru -hiker from Lake 
Park, Minn., who has 
hiked the Pacific Crest, 
Continental Divide and 
Appalachian Trails. Last 
year, he set the Appala­
chian Trail's record for 
the fastest self-supported 
thru-hike of that trail. 

The event is free and 
open to the public. For 
more information, visit 

Darlene M. Pierson 
Sept. 16, 2018 -April 9, 2018 

RUGBY, N.D. - Darlene M. a.m., followed by the Mass of 
Pierson, 93, Rugby, formerly Christian Burial at 11 a.m., 
Knox, N.D., died Monday, Tuesday, April 17, at St. 
April 9, in Heart of America Mary's Catholic Church in 
Care Center . Knox. Father Thomas Graner 

V_isitation will be from 5-7 will officiate. Burial will be at a 
p.m., with a rosary and vigil later date in the church ceme­
service at 7 p.m., Monday, tery.
April 16, at Nelson Funeral Arrangements by Nelson
Home in Leeds, N.D. Visita- Funeral Home.
tion will continue from 10-11

Arvid L. Terry 
Sept. 23, 1934 -April 11, 2018 
GRANDIN, N.D. - Arvid L. 

Terry, 83, Grandin, died 
Wednesday, April 11, in his 
home. 

Visitation will be from 3-5 
p.m. Sunday, April 15, at
West Funeral Home in West
Fargo, N.D. Visitation will
continue from 1-2 p.m., fol­
lowed by the funeral at 2
p.m., Monday, April 16, at the
funeral home. Burial will be in 
Grandin Cemetery. 

Arrangements by West Fu­
neral Home & Life Tribute 

Meryl O'Connell 
April 29, 1924 - April 12, 2018 
FARGO, N.D. Meryl 

O'Connell, 93, Fargo, former­
ly Valley City, N.D., died 
Thursday, April 12, in Shey­
enne Crossing Care Center. 

Visitation will be from 1-3 
p.m. followed by the funeral
at 3 p.m., Thursday, April 19, 
at Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Valley 
City. · Private burial will be in 
North Dakota Veterans Ce­
metery in Mandan, N.D. 

Arrangements by Oliver­
Nathan Funeral Chapel in 
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Heitkamp convention 
challenger ends 
campaign 

DRISCOLL, N.D. - A 
wildlands firefighter from 
Driscoll in central North 
Dakota that attempted to 
win the U.S. Senate nom­
ination at the state Dem­
ocratic convention from 
Heidi Heitkamp said in 
a release Thursday, April 
12, that he is still push­
ing for ballot measures in 
the state. 

Dustin Peyer was 
defeated in his bid for the 
nomination by a 479-85 
vote at the Grand Forks 
Alerus Center. 

Peyer said he and his 
supporters will con tin -
ue the fight for the ballot 
measures that would allow 
businesses to be open on 
Sundays, raise the state's 
minimum wage over time 
to $15 an hour, legalize 

recreational marijuana, 
provide support for emer­
gency responders through 
allowing them their own 
license plates and create 
an ethics committee for 
the state legislature. 

He said his political 
ambitions aren't over and 
that he will "continue to 
work in rural, forgotten 
North Dakota and work to 
fight corruption" and "get 
money out of politics." 

He plans to run for the 
state Legislature and also 
for North Dakota's posi­
tion on the Democratic 
National Committee. 

Peyer didn't file for a 
primary run against Heit­
kamp earlier this week. 

Second 
Amendment rally 
to be held Saturday 

BISMARCK - Second 
Amendment support­
ers will rally at the State 
Capitol here on Satur-
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day, April 14, as part of a 
nationwide event. 

The Americans for 
America rally will start at 

12:30 p.m. on the Capitol 
steps, mirroring similar 
events being held in every 
state capital at the same 
date and time, according 
to local organizer Dustin 
Amundson. 

"It's actually uniting 
over 100 different groups 
across the country," said 
Amundson, of the gather­
ing with the aim of coun­
tering anti-gun rallies. 

Organizers want to raise 
awareness and educate 
the public on the Second 
Amendment, the right to 
bear arms as a means of 
self defense and "the need 
to protect our children," 
according to Amundson. 

"The Second Amend­
ment isn't just about 
guns. It's about support­
ing the natural rights of 
self-defense, resistance to-

oppression and the c1v1c 
duty to act in defense 
of our families and our 
communities," the event 
Facebook page reads. 

Speakers and music 
will be featured starting 
around 1 p.m. and con­
tinuing until 2 or 3:30 p.m. 

Speakers will include 
Everett. Higginbotham, 
owner of Turtle Lake Tac­
tical, a licensed firearm 
dealership. Higginbotham 
said he plans to talk to 
attendees about the his­
tory of AR rifles and their 
civilian use. 

Minot concealed carry 
instructor Jeremiah 
Glosenger, Rep. Ben Kop­
pelman, R-West Fargo, 
and Gary Emineth, the 
Republican candidate for 
Bismarck's District 35 
state senate seat, also are 
scheduled to speak. 

Amundson said he is hop­
ing for about 200 attendees. 

► More obituaries on Page A6

Gerald '�erry" Hamerlik 
Sept. 1, 1929 -April 11, 2018 

Danny Ray Sebjomson 
Aug. 13, 1980 -April 11, 2018 

GRAND FORKS, N.D. - Visitation will continue from 
Gerald "Jerry" Hamerlik, 88, 10-11 a.m., followed by the 
Grand Forks, died Wednes- Mass of Christian Burial at 11 
day, April 11, in Valley Elder- a.m., Monday, April 16, at St. 
care Center. Michael's Catholic Church in 

GRAND FORKS, N.D. - April 16, at Norman Funera 
Danny Ray Sebjornson, 37, Home Chapel in Grand Forks 
Grand Forks, died Wednes- The burial will be in the sprini 
day, April 11, in his home. in Grand Forks Cemetery. 

A celebration of life will be Arrangements by Norma, 
Visitation will be from 5-7 Grand Forks. Burial will be in 

p.m., with a rosary at 4:30 the spring in Calvary North
p.m. and vigil at 7 p.m., Sun- Cemetery in Grand Forks.

from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, ,Funeral Home. 

day, April 15, at Norman Fu- Arrangements by Norman RuthE. Lee 
neral Home in Grand Forks. Funeral Home. Feb. 21, 1943 -April 11, 2018 

FARGO, N.D. - Ruth E. 
Ronald Jeska 

Oct. 6, 1932 -April 8, 2018 
WACONIA, Minn. - Ronald 

Jeska, 85, Fosston, Minn., 
died Sunday, April 8, in New 
Perspective of Waconia. 

Visitation will be from 5-7 
p.m., with a prayer service at 
7 p.m., today, April 13, at
Carlin Funeral Home in Foss­
ton. Visitation will continue
from 1-2 p.m., followed by the
funeral at 2 p.m., Saturday,
April 14, at Kingo Lutheran
Church in Fosston. The Rev. 
John Ragan will officiate. In­
terment will be in Kingo Lu­
theran Cemetery in Fosston.

Arrangements by Carlin 
<e-!1- L. ·----..-...L��L..1�00 

Vernon'�oe" 
Loendorf 

Aug. 18, 1930 - April 5, 2018 
MESA Ariz. - Vernon "Joe" 

Loendorf, 87, Valley City, 
N.D., died Thursday, April 5,
in his home.

Visitation will be from 5-7 
p.m., with a prayer service at
7 p.m., Tuesday, April 17, at 
St. Catherine's Church in Val­
ley City. The funeral Mass will

Lee, 75, Moorhead, Minn., 
died Wednesday, April 11, in 
Elim Rehab and Care Center. 

Visitation will be from 4-7 
p.m., with a prayer service at
7 p.m., Tuesday, April 17, at
Korsmo Funeral Chapel in 
Moorhead. The funeral will be
2 p.m. Wednesday, April 18,
at the funeral chapel.

Arrangements. by Korsmo 
Funeral Service. 

be 1 O a.m. Wednesday, April • " • ,, 18, at the church. Burial will Darrm Pmto Bean 
be in Nor�h Dakota Veterans Register Cemete.ry in Mandan, N.D. Feb. 8, 1979 -April 4, 2018 Arrangements by Lerud- VALLEY CITY, N.D. - Dar-Schuldt-Mathias Funeral rin "Pinto Bean" Register, 39, ome_ia_\lallev_CitY.,-��-�-'-"-•-• £':♦u ---d;,..d \A/,:,dnac.d,:,v 

Orville Jerome 
"Buddy" Madson 
0. Jerome "Buddy"

Madson, age 83, former-
ly of Fargo, ND 
(1956-1970), Mora, 
Saint Paul, and Maple 
Grove, went to heaven 
on Friday, April 6th, 
2018. Buddy was pre­
ceded in death by his 
wife, Janet. He is sur­
vived by his daughters, 
Diane (David) Nelson, 
and Debra (Dennis) Ol­
son; and two grandchil­
dren, Katherine (James) 
Conley, and John Olson. 
Buddy was a retired cor­
rectional officer and em­
ployee of Anderson Fu­
neral Home. Funeral 
c,__,__ ••.• :-=-•••a•_.o.h,,__j_1_.0011.�A 
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