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THE LONGSPUR PRAIRIE FUND
Q U A RT E R L Y N E WS L E T T E R
PA RT N E R S H I P S
Nature Night: A Monthly Hangout
with Nature of the North
Part of LPF’s mission is a dedication
to fostering the experiences and
pleasures found in the landscapes of
the Red River Valley by way of
advocacy and education. That’s why
LPF is so proud to gather with our
friends over at Nature of the North
for their Nature Night, a FREE
monthly gathering of outdoor
enthusiasts, designed to build our
local outdoor community hosted the
last Thursday of each month at Front
Street Taproom. Join us next month!

Architecture for the Birds 2020
LPF will once again collaborate with

NDSU Architecture and the Plains
Art Museum to open the 8th
Annual Architecture for the Birds
exhibition! Students of the NDSU
Architecture Dept. will research,
analyze, & interpret a structure
designed by a Pritzger-Award
winning architect; come to a deeper
understanding of the architect’s
philosophy; incorporate this
understanding into a house’s
design; & design and build a livable
house. The clients? Local nesting
birds. Architecture for the Birds is a
pedagogical exercise rooted in
environmental stewardship,
community collaboration, and a
passion for design.

Photo, D Bryan Bishop (right); Concept Map, Phil Doll (left)

Latest LPF Wetland Restoration Grows
LPF's Ashley Township Wetland Restoration Project is a
collaborative initiative involving the Minnesota Land Trust (MLT),
the MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), the Farm
Service Agency (FSA), the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and -- most importantly -- three private landowners. The
core of the 300+ acre complex is the first land ever enrolled in
the Minnesota Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (MN
CREP) within Stearns County. We’re proud of this achievement and
its impact on our shared wilds. Just as important, we’re proud of
the economic and ecological benefits this kind of project can yield
for private landowners and family farms.
The primary goal of this project is to maintain and enhance wildlife
habitat and diversity within the established (continued on page 2)

Stay tuned for the opening date
of the exhibition THIS SPRING!
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(continued from page 1) grassland and existing wetlands in the complex.
Critical to this goal is the excavation and restoration of several
“prairie potholes” and wetlands within the project area. Secondary
objectives include (1) increasing grassland species diversity across
the project area, (2) minimizing invasive plant species, particularly
species on the state noxious weed list, (3) restoring native perennial
plant cover to areas where invasive plants are removed, and (4)
restoring native perennial plant cover following wetland restorations.

Get Involved & Stay Tuned!
Longspur is on Facebook!
Can’t wait for the next quarterly
newsletter? Stay tuned to all the
latest and greatest from Longspur
on Facebook!
Follow us at:
facebook.com/longspurprairie

Adopt-An-Acre
Together, we’re building a
network of restored prairies and
wetlands in the Red River Valley.
LPF oﬀers ﬁve levels of annual
prairie and wetland sponsorship.
All proceeds directly support
Longspur’s programming and
land acquisition initiatives.

In many ways, this project embodies the heart and soul of LPF’s
mission: working with state agencies and private landowners to
create value for farms, communities, and ecologies. In this case,
coordination with one of our partners, a local dairy farmer, allowed
us to assist with his drainage, diverting water away from ditches and
into the site’s restored wetlands. This solution not only allows us be a
good neighbors, it also helps fill up our potholes, purifying off-flow
and providing some world-class habitat for mallards, geese, and
other waterfowl. Hunters win. Farmers win. Creation wins.

Save the Date - Bee Hunt 2020!
Mark your calendars for The Sixth Annual Bee Hunt - 27 June 2020!
The Longspur Prairie Fund Bee Hunt is one part research project
and one part family prairie field trip! Join us and bee scholar Dr. D.
Bryan Bishop (Associate Professor, Concordia College) for our
annual hunt on Ulen Prairie. If there is inclement weather on this
day, the Bee Hunt will have a rain date of 28 June!
Stay tuned at: longpurprairie.org/bee-hunt

Find out more at:
longspurprairie.org/adopt-an-acre

Regional News Archive
Keep up with the latest news of
the ecology, agriculture, and
sciences of the Red River Valley!
Read all about it:
longspurprairie.org/news
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Upcoming Nature and
Conservation Events
Mark your calendars for these
upcoming events which celebrate
our native landscapes &
ecologies! Stay updated at
facebook.com/longspurprairie/
with all the new and upcoming
events!

On Site | Elm Street Micro-Prairie

Photo: P. Schultz

Longspur's Site 5, the Elm Street Micro-Prairie, is located in
Moorhead and consists of one micro-plot located in the front
yard of a residence. The site is privately-owned. Planting on
Site 5 began in the summer of 2017. The site is now open -- for
the entire community -- to enjoy all year long, sunrise to
sunset.

FEB 22, Sat 10 AM
Frostival: Winter Trails Day Learn to Snowshoe

MB Johnson Park, Moorhead, MN

MAR 24 & MAR 31, 6 PM
Introduction to Native
Pollinator Gardening

River Keepers & Cass County Soil
Conservation District, Moorhead, MN

APR 18, Sat 7 PM
Banff Centre Mountain Film
Festival
The Fargo Theatre, Fargo, ND

The Elm Street Micro-Prairie exists to connect our residential
communities to our natural heritage, creating habitat where it
is most scarce. This site is one of the ﬁrst of many in
Longspur's pledge to innovate and reimagine our residential
yards from marginally used spaces to biodiverse, native
habitats.
The seed mix utilized for the Elm Street Micro-Prairie was
gathered from LPF Site 6 - the Mickelson Micro-Prairie. With
each native wildﬂower producing a bounteous amount of seed
for division, the potential for sustainable and exponential

MAY 20, Wed 6 PM
Make Your Own Compost
Tumbler Workshop

River Keepers & Cass County Soil
Conservation District, Fargo, ND

MAR 10, Tue 9 AM
North Dakota Prescribed Fire
Workshop
Arrowwood National Wildlife
Refuge, Pingree, ND

growth of residential prairies is signiﬁcant.
Want to learn more about how YOUR yard could become
habitat for native wildﬂowers and endangered pollinators?
Reach out to schultz@longspurprairie.org to sponsor your
very own micro-prairie!
Photo: D Farnsworth-Livingston
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Program Shoutout:

Conservation Ranching
Initiative, Audubon Dakota
It’s been shown that when used
effectively, cattle are one of the
best tools for creating high quality
habitat for birds and wildlife. With

Audubon Dakota’s Conservation
Ranching Initiative, land owners
participate in enhancement and
preservation of critical grassland
habitats. Working together with
grass-fed cattle ranchers, the
Photo: P. Schultz

Prairie Spotlight | Pints for the Prairie
On February 6th, the brewers at Disgruntled Brewery in Perham,
MN and the team at LPF teamed up on for the second annual beerbash and chili-feed: Pints for the Prairie! Thanks to the prairie-lovers
at Disgruntled, proceeds of the chili beneﬁt will go straight to local,
grassroots conservation work in the prairie- and hunting-lands of
Minnesota!
Over three dozen friends joined us at the brewery for great brews,
great food, and great conversation. LPF is proud to partner with
businesses like Disgruntled that care about our local landscapes and
take direct action to support our hunting grounds, our habitats, and
to help enhance the natural heritage of the mighty Red River Valley.

program ensures grasslands are
properly grazed and managed
for grassland bird species. At the
same time, ranchers explore a
higher market premium for their
products.
Learn more and support here:
Audubon Dakota's Working Lands

Our Board of Directors
Dwight Mickelson, President
Andrea Williams, Vice President
Gary Larson, Treasurer
Dr. D. Bryan Bishop
Dr. Jill Hamilton
Coralie Wai
Jonathan Rutter
Olivia Bain

LPF is proud to announce that Disgruntled will continue to honor us
with their steadfast support as the exclusive beer partner of the Sixth
Annual Tent Fest.

Our Mission: The Longspur Prairie Fund is dedicated to fostering the experiences, insights, and pleasures found in the native landscapes of
the Red River Valley by way of advocacy, education, and conservation. We respect farmers, hunters, business owners, their properties, and
their communities. We protect native plants, animals, habitats, and their ecologies. We teach the wisdom of the prairie through the arts and
sciences. We restore native landscapes and preserve them for all time.
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